Features

Thuy-On, Bookseller+Publisher Magazine, Summer 2012
e No more than 50 words per page.

The books are simple to read... with little
life lessons and morals integrated into the
stories. The black-and-white illustrations
break up the large-font text.

e |llustrations on every second page.

e Realistic situations with positive
problem-solving.

e Warm family /friend relationships.
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Ages: 4-7 Price: $4.99
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Author Sally Ripin wanted to offer
boys something different to action
heroes or spies. This early reader
series featuring Billie B. Brown’s best
friend Jack, is full of down-to-earth,
real-life stories that boys can enjoy
and relate to.

Word art and illustrations provide
reading breaks without huge blocks of
text or intimidating words. And Jack’s
gigantic imagination injects the series

with fun & humor.

"Tomorrow morning
we'll go see Alf

at the corner shop,”
he says. “He might
know who the

puppy belongs 1o

“All right,” says Jack
ghumby. “Bue i we can't
find the owner, can we

keep him? Please?”

“Halhe wall take vonr to
the noese, 17 eall wanr
parents v T ormess the
sl b, Bask v

arn e 0 b
Tack lics toochie owese
afice witdng o be
pichoad g TMILG s

il b,

“We'll see,” savs Jack’s dad,
sitiling. “We'll see”

Jack lies anwake thinking
abour the puppy.

He thinks abour his

sweet lictle face and

has Wasay tal,

Just then, Jack hears
the puppy whimpering

in the laundry room.

s

Chapeer

Twe

_I-J.L'k.:\ MO COmes
into the lundry room,
She has a bowl

of water 1 one hand,




Features
e No more than 50 words per page.
e |llustrations on every second page.
e Feisty, irresistible heroine
e True-to-life situations
e Positive problem-solving

e Warm family /friend relationships.
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Meet Billie B. Brown, brave brilliant
and bold, and bound to become your
best friend! Children will readily relate

to this early-reader series of stand-

alone, everyday adventures. Billie B.

Brown prepares girls for new social
situations and they will recognize their

lives reflected in Billie’s “real world”
adventures, from their first sleepover,

to ballet lessons, playing with boys
and managing friendships.

Australian Bookseller & Publisher, Aug 2010

Rippen’s aim is to offer an alternative to
fairy and princess readers, and she
carefully challenges gender stereotypes
through the characters of Billie and her
best friend Jack. ...lllustrator Aki Fukuoka
does a great job of capturing Billie’s
quirky and defiantly messy character...
Short and sweet, [an] engaging reader
for children ages five years and up...

“Fou will never get it Billie frowns. Now her
hack now,” Stella Sy Sha,k)' ﬁ:n:]il'lg:-‘ are
“Shes the meamest urning ke mad
ﬁ:c]ingﬁ. She feels

neighbor ever!” savs Lvw.

her cheeks pet hot.
“Thats not far,” she SAYS.

“Thats my new halll”

Oth dear! Poor Billie.

YWhat can she do?

N(JW Iy one \A-'.l" e ]]I‘_‘r
hats. She feels o hot tear
trickle down her cheek.
O, Billie,” says Jack.

He looks sad. He puts the

fanciest hat on his head.

T}ICTI }TC Tll:lkt! a r'l.l'l“'ly"
face to make his hest

fricnd laugh.

“But vou have to be in

the parade.” Jack says.

But it 1= no vse. Billie “Thas s the best, most
feels sadder than ever. faney hat ever!”
24 5

“Hey, Billie!” Reebecca g

calls. “How fun was the

9
3 !:"' o iV
movie yesterday?” ’ ) MY
3 . | »
A

"It was awesome,” says
Billic, laughing nervously. ) X Y
“The ghosts looked like et T‘

they were coming out of “Which movie did you

the screen!” see?” asks Tracey.
Billie doesn't tell them “The one about the
about her nightmare. They haunted house,” says
might think she is silly. Rebecca.
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Dr. Seuss meets Sesame Street in
this mischievous series about the
weird and wonderful students at
a very strange school!
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Ages: 5+ Price: $6.99
SAVE by purchasing the Complete Collection!

’

\‘.YLEES oo){am M

SAYS

J giRTHORY @
TREAT BoO!

Welcome to the School of Monsters: the funniest,
silliest and most accessible series for first
readers! Start by reading only the last word on
every line and work your way up to reading the
whole story. With tumbling rhymes and an
infectious sense of humor, School of Monsters is
guaranteed to spark a love of reading!

Bestselling author Sally Rippin (Billie B. Brown,
Hey Jack!) has perfectly crafted this new series
for first-time readers with simple vocabulary and
large, accessible text design.

Poor old Tim just but scaring friends
wants to pldy, is not the way.

Jamie Lee sure likes
toeat.

Last year he tried

to joina

On his own sits
Hairy Sam.

Mary’s pet is
getting fat!

T

Today she’s baked
a special treat!

He tumbled down,
fell on his

Ha]r-y Sam likes
bread and jam.

It’s even eating
up the mat.




Ages: 6+ Price: $4.99 each
SAVE by purchasing the Complete Collection!
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Series: Billy and the Mini Monsters
Billy is an ordinary boy until one night he finds
five mini monsters living in his sock drawer. From
the moment he discovers Gloop, Peep, Fang-
Face, Captain Snott, and Trumpet, Billy’s life will
never be the same again...

Billy and the Mini Monsters by Zanna Davidson —
and illustrated by Melanie Williamson — is the

perfect series for reluctant and
newly independent readers
growing in confidence.

Then he saved their lives, and
Billy was just they swore never o leave him,
an ardinary boy

: We give you
living an ordinary the Secret-Mairy-
life, until Snot-Tooth o=u|
ONE NIGHT of Bavation.
he found P " "
five & ‘E
MINI
MONSTERS

in his sock drawer.

Billy’s Life would never be il

the same AGAIN,..
3

Join Billy and the hairy, smelly, but not-so-scary
Mini Monsters in these hilarious adventures as
they encounter crucial first experiences
(vacations, school trips and moving house)
and everyday fears (fear of the dark and
bullying at school).

Y)ILL‘)I r"lINI

% [t
BILL:MINICl BILLY:MINT WARTIT T MINK
IMONSTER N MONSTERS, WEMO
A @‘\% =

‘ \-;;\- 1 Maybe
|\:-\m_s ] \:le’
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Monsters Go Camping by Zanna Davidson

“So you see,” said Gloop, parting “Hmm," said Peep, fluttering his
Billy’s hand. “There's nothing to be wings. “How long until the
worried about.” camping trip?”

“What about you, Peep?” asked “A week,” said Billy.

Billy. “I know you get anxious Peep smiled. “I have a plan!”

I And crashed
Into a hedge.

Your room is
even BETTER than
your old one.

©]
o]

Peep was kissed
by a con



Features

e Hilarious and action-packed
chapter books for beginners.

e Black-and-white illustrations
throughout.

e Funny and endearing characters.
e Not just for dog lovers!
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Ages: 7-10  Price: $5.99

Follow Fizz through his police dog academy
tryouts and training to become a dog
detective, and on to his first cases.

ers Uiy ol Thisl i

Told in simple but very lively language, with
lots of playful repetition, short chapters and
Stephen Michael King’s quirky cartoon-style
illustrations throughout, this hilarious and
action-packed series is perfect for newly
confident readers.

Fizz and the Police Dog Tryouts (Book 1) by Lesley Gibbes

The day Fizz told his family he wanted
10 be a police dog they tried to talk him out

of it
“No one in our farmily has ever been a

police dog, son. We're Bologneses; we're
show dogs and companion dogs, not working,
dogs,” said Fizz$ father. “Wouldnt you raher
be a champion show dog like me?”

His mother didn't understand either
“You could get hurt and your pretty fur
would get all dirty, sugarplum. Why don't
you be a little lapdog like your sister Bella?
Then youl stay safe and clean.”

“But Mom, | don't want to be a lapdog,”

| said Fizz, his fluffy tail drooping

Fizz and the Dog Academy Rescue (Book 2) by Lesley Gibbes

for the shoe, but it was out of his reach.
Amadeus ran past with 2 glove in his

sock, slowpoke!”

A he brushed past the tree, the
shoelace dangled free. Fizz jumped and
snapped at it

and ran.

Fizz searched frantically, then he shook
the fur from his eyes and looked up. The gym

shoe was dangling from a tree. Fizz jumped

mouth. “Even your girlfriend has found her

Got it! Quick as lightning, Fizz turned

7 =) r’
L&:}’_EW SR
? “Thirty seconds remaining,” called
Sergeant Stern.

Fizz’s feet pounded over rocks and dirt.
He heard the other dogs chanting,

“Ten, nine, eight, seven, six, five, four, T
three, two, one..."

He skidded into the clearing in front
of Sergeant Stern just before he called,
“Teme's up!™

Fizz was panting hard.
<

£3
(g5

Fizz and the Show Dog Jewel Thief (Book 3) by Lesley Gibbes

“T've always wanted to see Fizz in
curls," said Fizz’s mother, sighing.

“Definitely curls " grinned Amadeus,
“and baws. ._big pink ones."

*Curls and bows it is,” said Sheridan,
reaching for a roll of pink sparkly ribbon
and a box of hot rollers.

Fizz gave Sergeant Stern a look that
said, Do Thave 107"

“You're going to be fine, Fizz. And
you won't be alone. Therell be another
undercover police dog on the job too.”

Fizz wondered who it could be.

“Just keep your eyes peeled and use
what you learned at the academy: I'm
counting on you ta catch the Show Dog
Jewel Thief and solve your first case "

Fizz hoped he wouldn’t let Sergeant
Stern down.

Chap'\'er 3

The Gang's All Herel

Fizz and the Handbag Dognapper (Book 4) by Lesley Gibbes

T
_ o =
~= Fizz wrembled. Being snatched by
—=_ the Handbag Dognapper was sure to be
s

/" dangerous.

“Are we going to be celebrity guests at
the lunch?” asked Remi, bouncing on her

tiptoes
“No,” said Sergeant Stern, “you won't
be watching the launch, Remi, you'll be

part of i, The three of you have been hired

to model the Shrill Alarm Collar on the

— —

“We're going undercover as models,” sald
Amadeus, his jaw dropping “l won't have
10 wear a costume, will 1, Sergeant Stern?™ 9

“Yes, you will. But only Fizz will be ina

| handbag, He'll be our bait for the Handbag

Dognapper.”

“You were born for this, Powder Puff,”
said Amadeus.

“How can I catch the Handbag

R

| Dognapper if he kidnaps me?” said Fizz.

“You won't be catching him," said
Sergeant Stern. *1 will. The plan is for you
10 lead me o his hideout with this.”




Features

e Espouses good sports values:
self-belief, commitment,
teamwork, perseverance,
dealing w/disappointments,
life balance, as well as fun!

e Showcases pride in Aboriginal,
Torres Strait Islander heritage

e Several nationalities featured
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A fantastic and fun basketball three-book series
by Australian Olympian and NBA star Patty
Mills to entertain young readers, inspire kids to
achieve their goals through sports, and
take pride in their heritage. Based on Patty's
indigenous heritage and experience playing
sports as a kid growing up in Canberra.
(Glossaries included!)

Sports series review by 5.5 year old! (web review)
It was fun to read because there was basketball
games to follow along. It was an intermediate
chapter book with a nice amount of words. | love
series books so it was fun to continue with the
other books. It was interactive because it taught
me how to do a layup and | love sports.

My 9 year old LOVES this series! (web review)
Even though he's not really a "sports kid" himself,
my son loves these books! He's really hoping for

more. And | love the themes of hard work and
determination that are valued and taught in this
series! These are perfect!

Game Day: Patty Hits the Court!
by Patty Mills with Jared Thomas — Nahum Ziersch

&)

TYSON SPUN AROUND tolook at us as we walked
into the gym. He stood in place, bouncing his
baskethall from hand o hand, and said, “Don’t
wll me you're going to play baskerball, Parey!
You're too short.”

1 shrugged. Coach Clarke walked over.
“Tyson, keep practicing your layups.” he boomed.

Then he loaked ar me with a smile. “Glad you've

crankic’s that says, “The Best Shakes in
the Straits,” but Mum’s shakes come close.
“Patty, did you hear me? Would you like a
milkshake?” she asked again.
“No thanks, Mum.” Id just come from Torres

Strait Islander dance practice, which usually

taken up ey offer, Parey. Good 1o see you o,
Josic”
Coach Clarke looked like a giant standing on

the court in his tracksuit.

made me feel energized and positive, but 1 was
still thinking about my hasketball tryout.
Mum sat down next to me. “Okay, wll me
what's wrong?
1 shook my head and kept staring at '4?\,
the television. v
“Why have you been moping around
all afternaon?” Mum said, placing her hand @
on my shoulder. 7
“Its nothing, really.”
| know when something’s wrong, Parry.” &
1 sighed. “I tried our for basketball teday,

but I could hardly do anything.”

Mum laughed, but ic wasn't funny to
me. 50, you want to be a basketballer
like your Uncle Danny?"

. S

Game Day: Patty Takes Charge
by Patty Mills with Jared Thomas — Nahum Ziersch

“Lucky, with a speained ankle?” | asked

“Yeah, you get to do all of the things that
Twish I was doing while 'm at school.”

“No way. I eant do anything. Even using the
crurches t get to my room hures. I6s driving me
ceazy not heing able to ran o practice.”

“But you can watch all the basketball you
wane," Josic said, rurning her arenion back 1o
the television screen.

“Yeah, but i’s not the same as playing,” I told

her.
L)

THE NEXT DAY when Dad and Mum went to

work 1 lay on the couch and watched some more

34

baskethall. The only problem was that it made me
so desperate to pay.
1 hobbled to my room to get my ball and

then out to the driveway.

1 scood in front of my fp‘
basketball hoop, lay R 4

B
my crutches against
the wall and smwod
on one foot to try
three-pointer.
/
= |
\

I pushed the ball /. I
into the ai, forcing it T 9
from my shoulder /4"
because 1 couldn't L

_; |
push up through - /
my legs. The ball ;1)

Game Day: Patty and the Shadows
by Patty Mills with Jared Thomas — Nahum Ziersch

which we call a

legs up and down.

Istarted to pump my

Uncle Noel stopped. “Listen, Patey,” he said.
“Listen to the beat. You're going foo fast. Dancing

48

s’ about how fast you do the s

race. 1¢s about moving with the chythn
Uncle Noel starced beating the
again, and | listencd to the heat, letting o
vibrate through me before | stared dancing.
AsThegan sliding across the floot in time with.
my group, I imagined the tade winds blowing
across the islands, and the waves lapping against
the shore. [ fele warm inside and that everything
was just as it was supposed to be: perfect.
L5
LOOSENING HIs TIE. Uncle Nocl called the
Shadows together at training. “There arc two

elements involved in winning basketball: offense

49



Features

e Equally appealing to both
boys and girls.

e Emphasis on community spirit,
kindness, good sportsmanship.

e Recipes included encourage
shared child/adult activity.

e Glossaries of baking terms.
e * B&W illustrations throughout.

e Success from trying your best —
no superpowers required.
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Ages: 6+ Price: $5.99

SAVE $ on Complete Collection — only $19.99
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GIFT IDEA: Pair with apron, simple
baking equipment, or cookbook.

Benefits to children from shared
child/adult baking activities:

e Increase language development and

reading skills

o Enhance fine motor skills

® Increase problem-solving and math skills

e Introduce children to scientific concepts

® |Increase focus and attention

o Teach life skills like independence and

responsibility

e Boost self-confidence

e Encourage child/adult/family bonding

“Yes please,” replied Posy.

After a few minutes, he said, “Five
very sweet, healthy kittens and Cookie is
doing very well too, thanks to Flapjack.
Shall we take them back to the hotel?"

Freddie fetched one of the large boxes
that the cakes had been packed in and
Posy and Dr. Wells carefully transferred
the kittens inta it. Posy carried Cookie
who, judging by the thunderous purring,
was very pleased to see her, and Dr. Wells
carried the kittens.

He spied Dr. Wells dressed as a

cowboy, Clarabelle Cooper, the florist.

in an amazing green-and-blue mermaid
costume, and Mrs. Desai, from the
grocer's, dressed as a Victorian lady,
riding a penny-farthing, which is a
funny-looking bicycle that looks like this

But what really caught Freddie’s
eye was the weam from Macaroon’s

T

When the routine finished, there was
loud applause.

“Again!” Mr. Nightingale, who had
just come into the shop, cried.

“I must go, but take my place,”
Madame Bukowski said.

“Can we join in too?” asked Mr. and
Mirs. Patel, who had also just arrived.

e

“Bernard, could you give us a lift in
your very fine motorcar?” he asked, and
they all sped off to Van de Lune's Hotel.

“Well wasn't that lovely?” Amira said
later, as she and Freddie helped Noah
clear up. The sun was setting over Belville,
casting a lovely golden light over the park.
The Belville Blasters had played their final
encore and the last few picnickers were
packing up and making their way home.

“It was the perfect end to a perfect
day,” Freddie replied happily.

Well, Flapjack wurned out wo be a wtal
star, didn't he? And he had a very good
week afterward because, not only was
Freddie being incredibly nice to him, but
also:

@HS <

Patisserie, who looked incredible, an
dressed in matching puffy macaron
costumes in pastel colors, riding
unicyeles. They were laughing and
pking around, making everyone smile.

Half an hour and a lot of dancing
Tater, everyone decided that they really
ought to get on with their days. But they
were all very excited to see Freddie and
Amira dance that night at the show.
“And if you dance like that, Freddie,
yowll bring the house down,” Colonel
Cline said.

Qg @



Features

e Strongly supports a good work
ethic, the value of cooperation,
and a concern for others.

e Realistically shows the ins and
outs of hotel management.

e Great read-aloud for a
broad-age range audience.

Ages: 6-9 Price: $5.99

SAVE $ on Complete Collection — only $19.99

When Anna inherits a dilapidated once-grand
hotel, she’s determined to restore it to its former
glory. But this is no ordinary hotel — all of her
staff and guests are animals! And running an
animal hotel is no easy task.

School Library Journal
Sure to delight young readers transitioning to
chapter books...

Log Cabin Library

This would be a fun series for summer reading
and especially for someone who enjoys animal
stories.

Two color illustrations add vibrancy.

Hotel Flamingo: Holiday Heat Wave by Alex Milway

et

Perfection is E\fei‘gthing

The following morning, a: promised,
Ms. Chinstrap arrived for a rour of
the hotel. Anna had spent many hours
reading the list of royal requirements,
and it had only made her nerves
worse

They took the elevator up as far
7 as it could go, then stepped out into a
beautifully decorated hallway

The King and
Queen Penguin

Thee Limousines with tiny fags fying
from their hoods drew to a stop outside

. Hotel Flamingo. Every member of staff

! lined up beside the ed carpet o welcome

the royals.

g0 she said undes her breath.
A door clicked open on the first
limousine. Too royal heralds, dresced in

P

Hotel Flamingo: Fabulous Feast by Alex Mllwqy

ViR

&
Il G f__,‘,_\j_)\)

The Guest from Above |
Al (S

\

The snow was melting afier a long, quiet

winter, and the stoff of Hotel Flamingo

ere determined to enjoy what little

-

 semained. There was always time for

one last snowball fight

“Duck!” yelled T. Bear.

“Where?” cried Anna, as a fresh ball
— of shushy icc knocked her hat off,
She slammed her fist into her pn].u'l

]
¥
/

The Rivals

Anna speat the rest of the morning
creating an advertisement thar would
interest every food lover in the land. then
sent it off to the local paper. She hadn't
been so excited in ages. But now she
‘was left with a problem. Anna needed
comperition — a Barte of the Chefs
witheut any chef would be no bartle

at all.

2

i
fis



Olivia’s Secret Scribbles: My New Best Friend
Features
by Meredith Costain — Danielle McDonald
e Hilarious doodles, drawings, Wonbet Sunday? A b later -
poems, pros-and-cons list Sematbirg Yoy g g 2
Benny and Ollie's backyard. Tt locks like a _.'«';_‘I
. Spirifed main Character ginormous wembat, digging o hole. f)—_—

00000000000 Tt's not o wornbat

e Made especially for fans of ceeeon 1t
friendship and fun! ﬁ( S et B o Ol b st

Now she's stopped digging the first hole
S SR S O S S SRS R SR SN ' just going fo get my special super- and has started another one. I wander

mognifying binoculors so T can see it better what she's looking for ?

*

D've started s detoctive cat MNow Donkey must be doing Glose-up

‘raining. tie didn’t like learning spymg on Matilda for mel T can't wait to
how o sit much. see what he finds out!

So [ taught him how 1o send

e messages by swishing his

ail instead.

—1 oneSwsh =Yg§

,‘_;"‘2 Two Swihes = NO,
. A . b
Ages: 6-9 Price: $5.99 473 o st = Maghe O
. G0t four Swehes = !
| have so many super-amazing and -~
IMPORTANT things to write about! Frow o BVE ]

I'll tell you all about them.
I’m Olivia and this is MY diary...

Olivia’s Secret Scribbles: My (almost) Perfect Puppy

From the creators of the bestselling Ella Diaries:
by Meredith Costain — Danielle McDonald

Ella’s little sister has started writing down her
own hilarious thoughts and adventures!
It’s time to find out all about Olivia. with them fomprrow. Then T went straight

Tumnel
So I told Matilda T'd come back fo play t@ﬁ.td> 9 of Doom

up to my roam fo design the plans for the

She’s funny, fearless, and full of fun. Dot coron

Tt is going fo be perfect!

@livia
Perfect for Starting Chapter Books! — Super Saturdoy —2s-
My daughter loves this book and the series. She was Here is fhe Ninja Dag-Kright course we

made in my backyard! It took us. dll day

getting overwhelmed by wordy chapter books so she

loves how this series is written in diary form. Doodle
illustrations break up the pages too. She can focus
and really be engaged in the book. She said she

ThlnkS O|IVICI Is someone She WOU|d be frlends W“h' Matilda and T ran Up and down all the We asked all GNP's friends if they'd seen
(web review) nallways. ealing out his name. im
(o ) (822

Love the imagination Olivia has!
My first grader was super engaged in this book.
There are sibling elements that are humorous and

very realistic. Olivia has a great imagination and is
always using her imagination and problem solving

NGO 38
S
uml‘ Thiy ”":/"i‘
e %
skills - an awesome example for my daughter! But nabady had. We coudt Find him
(web review) onywhere, ®




Features

® Humorously explores common
elementary school issues

e Hilarious doodles, drawings,
poems, pros-and-cons list

e Spirited main character
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Diaries
Ever

Ages: 8-12  Price: $5.99

WARNING:
You are about to read my UTTERLY
BIGGEST SECRETS. Can | trust you? OK
then. I’'m Ella, and this is my diary...

School Library Journal
"The illustrations and the use of lists and
poetry make this a great pick for
reluctant readers."

Kirkus Reviews
"Following the story, backmatter activities
tie into the tale, including a make-your-
own haiku, draw-your-own fashion, and a
prompt for a top-10 list. Among a slew of
other bubblegum-hued diary hybrids, this
mean-girl tale is a gentle take, just right
for a younger audience hankering for a
fast, frothy read. ... Cute and
effervescent.”

Ella Diaries: Double Dare You
by Meredith Costain — Danielle McDonald

thiak 1 have a good fmagteatton and oll, that's what they Hink,

omething every day s a anyway, My best Friend, Zoe, : : oy

e it has a diary, and she says that

you can tell t all your secrets
and stuff about how you feel, ITke when

something makes you sad or angry

s} et Syt TR oo
! &
i n £ o
' G i gang fo fel you obcutely everythig,
e 5 1. He thinks | Corash e, Bk ek et e
il the thngs trat i”'“p’":: anyone. z.I.Sﬂ t thetr hands on you
each d EVER
an oldte [Tke b
back and remember all the
at d fun things e
amazing and Tun Things | # SECRET
it v the: e ToP
Xk
Ms. Welss welcomed her She didat ask her

oy shed sudderly Hurved up lae fo o

E‘wz was r% even s

alumja ce Tn my »ale en | realized |
wouldr't have to share a clas

- +
anymore, Which means she wouldn't be able

() p———— ey GG0T

K1k

Ella Diaries: Double Dare You
by Meredith Costain — Danielle McDonald

ARERS, ||l =235
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Sticker Dollies Stories * ff—

winak ayesiaht

“We're already on the Enchanted

Tsle," said Lilv. “The fairies had

Chapter books featuring characters from the : W o B edus o e i Weire o
e i to0 far from the Fairy Ring.”
best-selling Sticker Dolly dressing series.

“Be careful,” said Mission
Control. “Those ogres can be
dangerons”

SSYS Y Y T T T v v h v v h N h MmNttt

“We kenow,” replied Molly “But

we'll do whatever we can to help.”

Ages: 6+ Price: $5.99
SAVE $ on Complete Collection

* e g ]
A

.‘J':(Frlr Dollies
Raby bragem

They swam as fast as they could
tawards the Seashell Palace.

“It looks so beautiful!” cried Lily.

The palace was lit with hundreds
of underwater lanterns, which gave
the sca a magical glow. And
swimming towards the palace, like a

river of life, were creatures from all

over the ocean.

In their mystical land, the Dollies are on a mission
in each book to solve a mystery or coming to the - ,
rescue. Sticker outfits are included to “dress” the L e

dollies on one character page.
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Unienrns are vory shy creatires.
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"k Unicarn wings are gessamer-light,

* 4 Louk fer unicorns by silver ***

¥ streams and in woodland glades :
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but they are strong Mers. o
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Always approach a
Trighlened unicem wilh care.
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Titdle hill behined them, and called
ot to him. This time, without a
moment’s doubt, the dragon
flapped his little wings and took off
from the cliff edge towards them.
"(h1 Lsn't he sweet!” gasped Lily.
The biby drason wasa churmsy
Hicr, veering this way and that,

his vings flapping furiously.
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Fairy Ponies Series

. - [
B o rous senons % UsRNE U READ T ussoene U REDes T %

mess%‘ il

[
. # {
%qum Neoklae ¥

Zunna Davidson

¥ Pringess

Zunna Dm idson

W
g, P =

e Mieyer
Zunna Davidson

Ages: 7+ Price: $5.99 each

SAVE $ on Complete Collection

LSOOV NV S S S S Y S S SS Y SS Y SeSN

Fairy Ponies is an original, illustrated fiction with
easy reading texts. Designed for newly fluent
readers who are ready for longer stories.
Developed in consultation with reading experts.
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Holly had never dreamed her stay with

Great-Aunt May would turn into such an

7 | She undid the clasp and gazed at the
7\
/774 dust,sparkling in the moanlight. Om

sized — smarll cnough to enter Pony Island.

| / pinch of this, she thoughe, and Il be fairy-

adventure. She had discovered that inside the
oak tree was a secret, magical land full of
fairy ponics, They had welcomed her into

their world and given her a bag of sparkling

magic dust and a tiny silver bell, so she could
visit them whenever she wanted

Holly closed her eyes and sprinkled herself
with magic dust. As soon as the dust touched
her skin, she felt a tingling, shrinking fecling.
Musical notes chimed in het cars, and when
she opened her eyes, she realized with a gasp
that she really was fairy-sized.

The oak tree now towered above her, its
roots the size of branches where they writhed
above the ground, the hole between them now
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Holly is staying with her great-aunt when
she discovers a tiny pony with shimmering
wings. At first she thinks she must be
dreaming, until two fairy ponies visit her
with an urgent mission. Puck, a young
fairy pony, is in danger!
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where the Pony Queen was toking tea, o
young fairy pony at her side.

*Welcome,” the queen said, in her lilting
voice, her gossamer wings glimmering in
the sunlight. 1 have someone I'd like you
both to meet.”

She nodded towards the liccle pony, a
beautiful palamino with patcerned wings and
asparkling tiara resting on her shining mane.

“This is Princess Rosabel, my micce. She is
visiting us from Waterfall Island, o magical
land across the sea from Rainbow Shore.”

Holly smiled warmly a the princess, who
smiled back, rising gracefully from the grass

and trotting over to greet them.
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Fairy Unicorns Series

Ages: 7+ Price: $5.99
SAVE $ on Complete Collection
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Fairy Unicorns is an original, illustrated
fiction with easy reading texts. Designed for
newly fluent readers who are ready for
longer stories.

Zoe is staying with her Great Aunt May for
summer vacation when she discovers a secret
world, hidden inside the oak tree at the
bottom of the garden - a land full of Fairy
Unicorns! But Zoe soon finds out that Unicorn
Island is in terrible danger. The trees are
dying! Zoe and her new friend, Astra, a
beautiful unicorn with silver stars on her coat,
must find a way to save the trees, before it's
too late... This new series is a stand-alone,
but it also follows on from Fairy Ponies.

“There’s 0o spell we can theow ot Shadow that
he won't be able to fling bock at us. After all,
he has the Grimoire — our most ancient and
powerful spell book. He has been studying it
Shodow is now terrifisingly powerful. And he'll
know about the prophecy.”

The other Guardians nodded in agreement.

Zoe's cars pricked up = a prophecy?

She opened her mouth to ask the Unicorn
King about it, but Sorrel cut in.
“So what do you suggest we do?” she asked.
Zoe turned to look at Astra — her friend
was usually bursting with idcass it sccmed so
strange she was staying silent. But there was

5o sign of the liecle unicorn. Zoe glanced

round the Rose Bower again, wondering if

Frue the gentle spore 1) down the
corridir, Zoc quessed that Great Aune May

wins Fast asdocp ot last, Opening the cuploand

beside her bed, she took aur a cage, woven

rom vines. Inside, was Shadow, her Fairy
promy. She placed the cage an th windawsill,
so Shadow could sce the mooalight and bathe

in the fresh spring air. Bur she dida's unlock

the cage... It was bound by magic, and even if

it hade't been, she wouldni't have dared
Shadow might be tiny, small enough 1o fic
into the palm of her hand, and he might ook

powerless, even sweet — bue Zoc knew berer

i the past, he had ¢

od chuos, plotting o
rake over Lnbo el

£ ook one last look ar Shadow, and

-
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; Chapter Four
0 P

m ik’ cake hong before she beard

beating hooves and Astra, her best friend
on Unicorn Island, came qalloping towards
hier, She would have recognized Asira
anywhere, with her gleaming white coar,
Hlecked with silver stars, and ber horn,
shining like an ocean pearl

“Hoe!™ Astra called. *You're back! | was
with my mather in the glade when | heard -
yoar bell, and 1 came seraighs away._~

o Phang her arms around Astra’s neck
and breathed in the soft honey scent of her.

0" Astra went on. “T've been bnging 1o
see you again. Pve go w0 much to rell gou ™

“Whar's happened?” asked Zor. Hearing

ripeoed towarnds the door.

Do yous e 111 nake iy messge w0

whispered Shudon,

the Linicorn Ki

omise,” Foe repliod, holding up the

ace he had given her,

She slipped it inco her bag
and tiptoed down the stairs, out
though the back door, and int
the silvery moonlight

Avil

svoad the Grear Ok, ies branches

Fthe garden parh

siflscted againse the night sky, Zoe

reached into her bag and pulled

%

The Floating lskands lay just beyond the end
of the Clowd Mountains, suspended in the air
i o golden haze. Foe thoughs they were the
ot wonderful thing she had ever seen

- even more heouriful than Unicorn tsland.
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Extraordinary Lives

NEIL - -
ARMSTRONG
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Ages: 7-11  Price: $5.99

TS S hTZS T T T T hZ Nt T Nt NN M tMttMaNftMSthYSThTShNSNNAaAY

Focuses on the lives of inspirational
historical and modern figures.
e Fully illustrated and full-color
throughout.

e Diverse real-life stories to educate,
inspire and empower.

e Topics include science, space, history
and civil rights.

e Real-life narratives, timelines and facts;
childhood to adulthood.

Booklist
The book is invitingly designed, with liberal
illustrations breaking up the text to create
an airy feel to the page.

PSLA Literature Review
This series would be an excellent addition
to an elementary library. ...may just lure in
those reluctant readers as well.

Association of Jewish Libraries News and Reviews
This one fills a need not often addresses: a very mild
introduction to the person and the time...

“TWANT TOBEUSEFUL
or bring
ENJOYMENT
to atf people,
EVEN TSELYENEVEA MET
Twant to go on

LIVING g

euven afler

my death!"

School & Library Journal
...celebrates the iconic athlete’s grit, determination,
generosity, and intelligence in an entertaining,
inspiring, and informative manner.

Standing up and standing out
ars ol Seren s parents §

Whens) jave

o

“BEHAPPY AND B¢

g her ife. especially

1FYOU TALK TO HIM |
IN HIS LANGUAGE,
THAT GOES
T0 HIS HEART”

. . - T
i 4 e
¢ Letting go of the ladder and setting his left foot on the 7.~

9 ground, Neilsaid s now-Famous words,

DD Y0URNON!
it vias suppesed to say
“ThAT'S ONE SMALL TE2 701 A ™
e forgot to say " ~but that's wnderstandable!

“THTS o~

»  one small step for man. - *
; ONEGIANTLER '
for mankind.” -

: . . A
e - o
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Themes

e Each book features a different,
diverse main character.

e Exotic settings: nature and ecology.

e Edge-of-your-seat adventure.

e Perseverance, ingenuity, self-
reliance.

e Survival tips and tricks from Bear
Grylls himself.
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Ages: 7-10  Price: $4.99

SAVE on Complete Collection

You're given a magical compass and
suddenly you’re no longer at outdoor
camp but in an amazing place in the
world — with Bear Grylls as your guide!

Each book in the Bear Grylls Adventures series
follows a different child at an outdoor activity
camp. Once they are given the magical
compass, they meet Bear in an amazing place
and learn new skills and facts they can take
back with them to their real life. There is lots of
info and fun in these inspiring adventures.

Bear Grylls Adventures: The Earthquake Challenge

Ryan tugged at Fatima's sleeve.

“What's sewage?” he asked.

“Its what goes down the toilet,” she
told him.

"Yuck!”

Fatima smiled ~ not just at Ryans
reaction but because now they would be
heading out into the daylight again. Tt

was so dark and her heart was beating

<o fast in here. She couldn't wait to get
outside.

So when Bear walked farther into the
supermarket, her heart sank. He pointed
‘his flashlight over the signs on the ceiling,

“One more thing ...”

Bear had found the pharmacy section.
He took a couple of boxes of bandages
off the shelves, and rummaged through
the other bottles and packages.

“Got itl” Bear sounded pleased with
something he had found. He held up a
small bottle. “Potassium permanganate.
Very useful for disinfecting cuts,
purifying water ... Bear was on a roll
now, grabbing things off the shelf as fast
as he could. “And also let's get some tape
and some blister bandages. Just in case.
Okay, let's go”

Bear Grylls Adventures: The River Challenge

was only onc way out of the gorge. And
iF they were sticking to dry land, he'd be
fine.

“Okay,” he said. “Tm ready!”

Bear grinned.

“Let’s do this, then.”

They started to walk logether along
the racky shore. The smaoth round rocks
turned and twisted under Jack’s feet. The:
boots covered his ankles and supported
his logs, and he was very grateful for
their firm grip. Without that support, he
would probably have bwisted something,

After a couple of minutes the shore
turned into a jumble of huge rocks.
Some were the size of cars, and others
were the size of houses. Jack and Bear
climbed easily up onto the first one, then
Bear walked a fow paces across its flat

top to the far edge.

“Bit of a gap here ... Bear remarked.
Witheut a pause, he stuck out one long
leg and hall jumped acrass the gap

“....but not that wide. I can give you a
hand over”

Jack stopped. The rock stuck out into
the river. The next rock was less than a

Bear Grylls Adventures: The Blizzard Challenge

and shoulders were still above water,
Bear grabbed the rope between them and
pulled hard on the slack until it went taut.
He then rapidly dropped onto the ice and
wrapped the rope around his body.

“Use the rope to pull against, Olly,"
Bear shouted. “Wriggle like a seal and
get yourself out, back onto the ice. Work
quickly, Olly, come ont”

But Olly couldnt do it He was
flounderingaround inshock and numbed
by the cold, He could hardly even keep
himself from slipping beneath the water.

Bear saw that Olly was struggling and
reacted fast. He flung himself flat, rope
inane hand, holding Olly in tight against
the edge of the hole and the other arm
outstretched toward him.

“Grab my hand!"

Bear Grylls Adventures: The Safari Challenge

mind away. This was the meal she had,
and she was so grateful for it

And when she finally bit into a warm,
juicy piece of zebra steak, it tusted great -
no need for fries, ketchup or anything
else atall.

Every meal was a feast, Bear said. This
truly had been a feast 1o end the day.

9
HUNGRY HIPPOS

Tn what felt like no time at all, Bear was
saying, “Rise and shine!”

The world was still bathed in silvery
moonlight, but the fire had burned down
o nothing. Bear kicked dry earth over it
to put out the last few sparks, and then
said it was breakfast time.

Evie was hungry. She ate her piece
of baobab fruit without hesitating. The
biltong that she washed down with a

L]



Features

e Dance, drama, and dreams.

e Charming, relatable, well-
drawn characters.

e Social issues; friendship.

e Four diverse, distinct
characters and situations.
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Ages: 8-10  Price: $5.99

Join Chloe, Sara, Lilly and Bethany at The
Shine School for the Performing Arts,
where dreams of stardom really can —

and do — come true.

Getting into The Shine School for the Performing Arts is a

dream come true for Chloe! When a prank goes wrong

though, rumors that she is about to be expelled begin to
fly. Can Chloe turn things around before it’s too late?

When there’s an audition for a professional production of
Mary Poppins, Sara is hoping it'll be her big chance. But
can she avoid rivalries at school and her parents’ concerns
at home to secure the role of her dreams?

Lily’s sure she only got in to Shine because of her actress
mom. Then she finds out about an exciting new TV
adaptation of her favorite book, and everything clicks —
this is her chance to prove herself! Will she be able to
convince everyone else though?

Bethany has been keeping a secret from her best friends:
she’s a scholarship student; but with homework and a long

commute, she’s struggling. Will Bethany be able to find her

voice and shine in the concert?

Shine: Chloe Center Stage by Holly Webb
—

Obviously everyone’s a bit rusty after the
holidays, but rice, very nice. Well done,
Carmen and Ella. T know you feel ke you've
got twa left feet, but you'll catch up in no time
with a bit of extra help.” She looked around all
the girls, smiling;

“Oh, just one thing” She beckoned w
Chloe. “Could you come here a minures"

Chloe looked uncertainly behind her and
Ms, Driver laughed.

“No, T do mean you. Just come here a
minute.”

Chioe knew sheld danced really well and
she couldn't help smiling. Was Ms. Driver
going 1o ask her to demonstrate the routine
1o the others? Her old tap teacher had
quite often gotten her to do that, if she
was demonstrating something tricky. Chloe
threaded her way to the frant, trying not to
Took smug.

Shine: Sara’s Dream Role by Holly Webb

“No one could be that dull without some
Kind of training,” Bethany agrecd. *Do 1 want
acercal bar or a muffin?” The Shine cafeteria
wwas very healthy and an ostmel raisin muffin
was abous as close o a treat as you could ger.
*Tt’s history next, fsn't it Definitely the muffin
then."

They sat down at anc of the tables and the
conversation went back to the audition. Tt was
all anyone could think about.

*Do you think the casting tezan will sce our
year separately or will it be us and the Year

“I'm not sure how far the serics is taking the

story* Me. Lessing admitted, “['ve a fecling
that the sequel is set a few years later, so even
if they do go that fir, they might have another
actress playing Beth, and Tm sure they will for
Amy Let’s read through anyway, We'll split
into puirs, Chloe, you read Amy as you like her
50 much, and Lily; you can do Beth = you'l
have to fill in Jo and Meg too. 'l work with
Enmily and Lauren for a bit, and then Il come
to you."

Chloc and Lily practiced reading the scene
through a couple of times, and Lily really felt
that Chloe’s namral sparkly character came
through as Amy, who loved wearing beautiful
clothes and huving nicc things.

“You're doing her so well,”she exclaimed
as they finished the scene for the second
time, with Amy grumbling sbout how unfsir
cverything waz.

Eights together?” Sara wondered.

“Islking of Year Eights, look what just
crawled in.” Chloe’s voice dripped with
disgust.“Lizabeth:"

True enough, the tall blond girl was walking
over (o the next table. Lizabeth would have
been very pretty indeed if she didn't always
Iook a5 though she'd just smelled something
horible. She was with 3 small group of Year
Eight girls, who all carefully culivated the
same sneering expression and agreed with.
every word Lizabeth said,

Lily pretended to be focused on opening
her cereal bar. She couldn'e stand Lizaberh. On
theis first day at Shine, Lizabeth and her gang
had really picked on Lily and now she stayed
out of their way s much as she could.

“Ofcourse,” Lizabeth said airily as she
sank gracefully into a seat, “Tm bound to geta
callback " The rest of her group noddedwisely.

b

Chloe grinned.
“I think Mr.
Lessing’s right
Betly's much harder.
She's just so nice,
isn't shei”

“You donk feel
you're qualified for
acting nice, Chloc?”

S
Me. Lessing said, f\‘ /‘ [ \
laughing at her as he 4 _
walked over to them, I -
Chloe shook her head. !
“Not seally,”she admiteed, giggling.
“Well, let's see how Lily manages. Start
again for me.”
They read it through sgin, Lily trying
very hard to sound more than just *nice’ = she
didrie want her character to be boring. Beth
had to come back from looking after a sick

8

Shine: Bethany Sings Out by Holly Webb

been giving her cxtra singing lessons,
suggested Shine to her mum. She dida't wane
to get Bechany's hopes up, but they did award
scholarships for students who really cxeelled,
s

Tt took a week for M. Adums to decide
whther she should even menion it. Afeer
all what if Bethany got really cxcited abaut it
and then didnit ger in? Sho would be gurted.
O worse, what if she got a place but not a
scholarship? Then she'd know that she was
good enough to go and it was all dawn to
money that she couldn't, But Mrs. Adams
decided in the end that she just conldet let
Bethany miss out on this chance.

One Saturday aftcrnoon, when Serena was
aut shapping with her friends, Mrs. Adams
went into their room, where Bethany was lying
on ber bed, reading one of Serens magazines
and lstening to music on the phone that had

12

been her birthday and Chiistmas presents
combined. She sat down on the bed next to
her and pulled out one of Bethany's sarphanes.
She normally ied the same Kind of music
as the gick, and she listencd along for 1 bit,
nodding to herself

*Bethany; can we talk for u minute?” she
asked evenzually, when she feh she couldrit put
it offany longer

“Ma-hun.* Bethany turncd off the music
and looked questionisgly at her moth:




Features

e A verse novel
e Brave & thoughtful characters
¢ Heartwarming ending

e On Pacer’s Nat’l Bullying
Prevention Center’s Book List
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Ages: 8+ Price: $6.99
She’s big.

She’s smart.

She’s mean.

She’s the bully on the bus.
She picks on me and

| don’t like it.

But | don’t know how

to make her stop.

A beautifully crafted verse novel that will
surprise and empower.

The bully on the bus taunts seven-year-old Leroy,
then silences him with threats of worse to come if
he tells. To help him, his teacher introduces him to
a book of fairy tales. Hidden within are the clues
that Leroy needs to overcome the bully’s taunts
once and for all.

Kirkus Reviews
"Simple, hopeful, and positive."

School Library Journal
The honesty and rawness of Leroy’s emotions
expressed throughout each verse will stir
compassion in young readers. For readers
experiencing or witnessing bullying themselves, it
will hopefully inspire and empower.

VERDICT A short yet poignant title on a timely
topic; a valuable addition to elementary school
and public library collections.

The Pirate Tree
This empowering story offers young readers not only
strong characters overcoming an all too common school
problem, but also gives them useful suggestions on how
they could tame a bully themselves, without getting in
trouble.

SWON Libraries CLEAR Reviews
The flowing verse tells the story beautifully. | would
recommend this book to any child who has been bullied
or knows someone who has been bullied. It would also
use it as a read aloud with elementary students to
discuss bullying and being kind.

Mom Read It
Told in verse from Leroy’s point of view, BULLY ON THE
BUS is sensitive, often heartbreaking, and ultimately,
hopeful. Leroy’s employs self-confidence, bolstered by
his family’s and teacher’s support, and a ‘secret
weapon’ that holds messages — strategies — to distract
him from DJ’s bullying. There’s strong advice for kids
enduring their own bullies: “Show the bully you don't
care. Tell an adult.” The story ends on an optimistic
note, and while Leroy’s “secret weapon” and support
system may not apply to every reader’s situation, it is a
story that lets kids know they are seen; their stories
heard. It's a story that encourages kids to seek help and
assures them that someone out there wants to listen and
wants to help.

Literacy Daily, "Celebrating Poetry™
Reading this short chapter book in verse is a good
opener for discussion of the issue of bullying.

Kirkus Reviews
Even though grade schooler Leroy loves his teacher and
his fellow Superkids in Mrs. Wilson’s classroom, he
dreads the trip to and from school for one particular
reason—DJ. A high schooler who changes the color of
her hair almost as frequently as her mood, DJ finds
respite from her own frustrating life by tormenting
Leroy. Insults, mockery, and poking are only the start,
and there’s little that older sister Ruby, who's only in
grade five, can do to help. When the cupcake Leroy
has made for his teacher disappears into DJ’s mouth, he
is crushed. His parents and teacher notice a change in
his demeanor, but Leroy feels nervous confiding in them.
When he does, they hatch a plan. Leroy has a list of
things he can do to combat DJ, including ignoring her,
sitting in a seat close to the bus driver, and speaking
confidently. But it’s his secret weapon, a storybook that
distracts him and interests DJ, that finally encourages
peace on the bus. Leroy learns the important lesson of
show and tell: “Show the bully you don’t care. / Tell an
adult.” Simply written in verse, this is a story many
children will find familiar. An optimistic ending might be
just the encouragement most kids need, but it may be a
little improbable for some readers. Set in Australia, the
book assumes a white default.



Features

e High-voltage adventure;
laughs on every page

e Diverse and inclusive

e Relatable family and
friendship dynamics
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Ages: 8+ Price: $6.99

It's high time we had a new girl superhero to
root for in this middle grade space - and
Lightning Girl has all the classic tensions of

superhero versus supervillain stories, together

with realistic family and friendship dynamics,
and laughs on every page.

Always in the Middle
This should appeal to both girls and boys who
enjoy a bit of magic and a fun premise.

Charlotte's Library

These are fun, fast reads, with a bi-racial, big-
haired heroine who is still very much a kid. Sure

she has powers, but she doesn't have a lot of
confidence in herself. Although not everyone has
problems controlling their lightning powers, many

of us can relate to her worries... In short, these
should go down very easily indeed for younger
middle school readers.

Always in the Middle
The fast pace along with the first person
narration by the endearing Aurora Beam made
for a winning combination. ... Fun, black and
white illustrations are scattered throughout the
chapters. The story shines in more ways than one
and it would also make for a great read aloud.

Lightening Girl by Alesha Dixon with Katy Birchall

the kitchen to stand over me procectively and
bark madly with her cars up, unsure & 1o
what was going on

As Mrs. Crow shricked wildly, | considered
blaming this on 1 freak lightning strike or

perhaps going along with her alien theory

That was ¢ ¢ before 1 knew Mum

and Dad had w d th

ntire thing
1 stood up and ed them nervously
through to the sicting room, plonking myself
down on the sofa oppositc. Kimmy refused

to leave my side, sensing that something

was up. She placed
herself next to
my feet, sill
completely alert,
and | began

stroking

“Cool.” Clara nodded in awe

“Auroral” Dad's voice came floating up

the stairs. “You need to let Kimmy out; shes
bursting 10 go.”

Alexis slid his headphones back on and
returned his attention to his comic book, while
Clara happily skipped along the corridor to her
room and | made my way dewnstairs, swinging
myself around the end of the banister and into
the kitchen, where 1 was almost knocked w0
the floor by my very enthusiastic German
shepherd.

“Hey, Kimmy!™ I laughed, kneeling to
greet her properly and gasping for air in
berween her slobbery licks. “Did you miss
me today?”

“She rolled in my dahlias” Dad informed
me, pulling out a stack of plates from the
cupboard and sctting them down on the side.
“They were flowering beaurifully”

Lightening Girl: Superhero Squad by Alesha Dixon with Katy Birchall

1 quickly brought my powers under control
“What's going ont”

I realized I was at the kitchen table and
Mum and Dad were there, along with my best
fiiends from school: Kizay,
Fred. They had all flung th

floor at my sudden light-beam outhurst and

cix feet. Kimmy was
 what had just happened that
bark a the sky.

1 should just have

Mum said pair

Dad. “1 knew she'd get a fright”

Lrubbed my aching neck. “What happened?”

cell us abour?”

“I can't switch those on and off” Cherry
wid and shrugged. *1 have no control over
when T'm going to get them.”

1J nodded before he turaed to look at me.
“Your turn!”

“All right” 1 said nervously. “But you
should know 1 haven't practiced in a while
and the last time [ tried, things went a bit
<. wrong.”

17 Taughed. “1 saw dhat online: you took

out some famous preseaters or somsthing TV

“Take your time, Aurora” Cherry
encouraged. “It's only us”

T nodded and tried to focus, deing my
best to ignore my nerves and push away the
memories of my powers being completcly
out of control at the TV studio. I desperatcly
tried to feel that ho, tingling feeling of the

her soft cars for comfort
“Mum, Dad, you may have noticed that |
almost accidentlly blew up the garden but—"
“Oh, honey” Mum beamed, leaning
forward. “I'm so prowd of you”
1 blinked back at her. Huh?

“Aurora,” Dad said carefully, “has anything
ehe happened recently? Anything a bit
strange?

1 nodded.

“When 1 saw Clara

being  picked on
the other day.” 1
admitted quietly,

“I stopped them

by ... well

“Kimmy." I said to her in my firmest voice

as she sat down obediendy in front of me, her
tongue lolling out, “is that true? Did you roll
in Dhad’s dahlias?™

She tilted her head

“ see. It was an accident?”

She tilted her head the other way.

“You'll try your best never to do it again2”

She plonked her right paw on my leg.

“And you're very sorry?”

She leaned forward and gave me a big
lick. T looked up at Dad as a smile broke
across his face and he
reached down to pat
Kimmy's head, She
nuzzled his leg in

response,

“You must have fallen asleep ac the table,”
Dad said gently. “Again.”

“I hate it when you don't give any warning
before blasting out your powers like that,

Suzie groaned ac me, lifting her hands o her

hair to check that her sleek blond ponytail was

seill as neat as usual E |

powers rushing through my veins, dazzling
light beams bursting from my palms.

But all 1 felt was my hands gotting clmmier
a5 the others waited for something to happen
My heart sank.

“Come an" I whispered to myself. ignoring
Cherry and JJ sharing  look. “Come on”

My bands got & bit wasmer and some white

sparks burse from my fingertips

was nothing like

[

the Light

beams T'd created at

— \\ the  Natural  History
Museum when foiling




Features

e Lively, contemporary heroine

e Action-filled adventure

e Warm family /friend relationships
e Positive problem-solving

e Great add-on STEM resource
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UNDERCOVER
GAMER

Ages: 8+ Price: $5.99

Meet Marie Curious, the girl genius who uses
her science smarts - and her girl squad - to save
the world from evil, one invention at a time.

Girl Genius

In book one, young inventor Marie can't believe
her luck when she earns a place at a high-tech
summer camp in California. She and the other

super-clever campers get to build robots, do

supercool science experiments and test out
awesome gadgets. But not everyone is a happy
camper . .. Someone is sabotaging their robots,
so Marie and her new friends team up to catch
the culprit. Can Marie outsmart an evil engineer
intent on causing a global disaster?

e, goire b L s, B skl v, el T gt &

-~

ekt Frefmesce Sook st Tt i bt abom

o Lot i
Steriing Vasee had set ssbde & small ortuee hall bt the My lab mestint and | Tave Leen working o

Ealot e, gl vrith 3 g B weas s e seerathing Tt even Mo Vince bas Msemeted. sskd

w o

Kirkus Reviews
STEM-centric sleuthing,
with cooperation and girl power
getting brisk thematic boosts.

Rescues a Rock Star
12-year-old Marie can’t believe her luck. She
spent the summer in the most exclusive science
summer camp in America where she built a
robot, made three of the best friends ever and
saved the world from complete destruction! Now
she’s traveling the world with her mentor, tech
genius Sterling Vance, starting with a huge tech
fair in London. But disaster strikes when the tech
fair’s rock star headliner is kidnapped, and
Marie is made suspect number one.

Can Marie use all her science knowledge and
detective skills to find the kidnapper, rescue the
rock star in time for her big performance, and
finally get to finish the rest of her mentorship
with Vance?

6 Yo
. pter eomplete with bedroms. kitchen, s, jacusz] and
* Chapter .
s = Four of totse, 4 practioe atea, where your iraining will txke

place. Help vourself 1o the complimentary WiFi drinks
and snacks”
“Snacks sound good” Gabby sid enthusiastically.

“Hey. Lynn, is this the city where General Tso lived?®

‘There was something almost spooky about the emgty
Gamer House. The cormders were all spotiessly clean,
th carpets fresh and the lights Lright. It reminded
Muric of something and 2 they rode the glas-sided
elevator up to thelr oo, she Tealized what it was This
was lie being inside 2 virtual house built for bitie
smutated people 10 live in! She coubd Enagine a ghst
o theen, ek i

placce wralds, doars ared dairs,
“Fach toam has an emtire floor of the house o

themselves” Ly explained. “Each suite comes

)

The guy wivo isvented tha chacken dish™

“The resl Toe Toang ¥ang had pething to do with
chacken. Lynn said with cool peliteness, and Gably
locked 3 Lith embarrassed. The rest of the elevator
e passed in awkward slence and Marie hoped they
Tiadrit affeided their host

The elevator do0rs opeed and Marke gaged. Their
saite Loy Lidore theon, decorabed in 3 bl bend of
traditional and medern Chinese styles. Steps bed down
inta a lotnge area with a circular contral pool The

enstire back wall was a window, olfering & spectacular

Undercover Gamer
When Marie’s tech-genius mentor Sterling Vance
invests in an eSports tournament, 12-year-old
Marie and her three best friends get the chance
to compete and travel to China for the
tournament. But when they arrive, they soon
discover that one of the teams is cheating, and
everyone is in a bad mood ... and it's not long
before they find themselves acting strangely too.
Can Marie discover who's plotting to bring out
the worst in everyone, and stop it before it
brings disastrous consequences, for the teams ...
and the world?



Themes yOsL

Anxiety
OCD
Friendship

Sally Harvis

EmpCﬂ'hy laprated by Masi forrne

Ages: 8-12  Price: $5.99
Notable Features

e Hopeful insight on overcoming OCD and
anxiety issues.

e Great classroom read — very funny.

Eleven-year-old Felix Twain’s life revolves around
the number two. He skips every second step when
he takes the stairs, taps door handles twice and
positions objects in pairs. The problem has become
so bad that Felix is on the verge of being expelled
from school because the principal has had enough
of trying to run the school around his very specific
rules.

Then Charlie Pye arrives and turns Felix’s world
upside down. She’s grown up with very few rules.
She eats cereal for lunch, calls a boat home, and
has a very loose interpretation of school uniform.
The question is, can Felix ever learn to be wrong
when he is so obsessed with being right?

School Library Journal This would be a good
introduction for upper elementary students to
mental health issues and will appeal to students
who like Jeff Kinney's "Diary of a Wimpy Kid" and
Rachel Renée Russell's "Dork Diaries."

Always in the Middle ...an adventure of discovery
and understanding, especially for the main
character. He has Obsessive Compulsive Disorder
(OCD). ... Narrated by Felix, the tale supplies
readers with empathy for his condition. This would
make a fantastic read-aloud in the classroom or at
home. A beautiful story to enjoy and share.

School Library Journal

Readers gain an understanding of anxiety and
OCD disorders. The illustrations could be
tempting to some reluctant readers. ... a good
introduction for upper elementary students to
mental health issues...

“Hugo?”

“Mmmm?* Hugo replies with another mouth full
of pie.

You know twe? Like the number?”

po swallows and nods, °I think so, Two comes

1 before three, right”

I smile. “Yes, that's right. Well dil you know that
it is the only even prime number?

Hugo counts on his fingers, *
four ... Oh, wait, four isn't prim

multiple of two, You're right, Felix”
ow,” 1 tedl him, “Andl two is the thisd number
the Fibonacci sequence.”

“What's the Fibonacci sequence?” asks Hugo.

"

as we go and evenwally flicking the core into a
nearby trash can.

When we get to the library, | hold open the
door and usher Charlie inside. There are no other
students allowed in here during break time, so we
have the place to ourselves

As | walk around behind the circulation desk
and pull out one of the cans filled with books to
es, Miss Claudette pops her

Great to see you, Fel er amfuls of
bright-orange and green bra angling furiously
on her plump amms. “And I see you've brought a
friend with you.

A friend? Is Charlie my friend?
udette — This is Charlie Pye. She's new

fie hasadded o her school uniform,
say anything,

et you, Charlie. Are you going to
our best library monitor. He'll be
i what to do."

it over to the nonfiction section.

piano. I'm so caught up in what I'm doing that it

00

“It s & series of numbers where the previous (wo
numbers add up to give you the third number. So it
goes, 1, 1, 2,3, 5,8, 13, 21, and 50 on. And two is
the third number because it is 1+ 1. That is another
f the facts that 1 know:™

" says Hugo. “Thanks
"

for telling me those f:

“Tha's OK. 1 figu
was my turn to share
Mom was right. Maybe Hu
chance.

et the other day it
s with you ™ Maybe

my legs back and forth and think about
isa presty crazy fact when you think about

does seem 10 know a lot of interesting

wiggle and

typing on his computer again. He
for a full minute. He is a very fast
typist. I just sit on the couch. Swing, swing, one,
two, Swing, swing. 0 -

takes me several minutes to realize that Charlie is
just standing there watching me.

“You can put some away too, if you like” | tell
her

She shakes her head.

“Is really easy.” 1 say. “You just look at the
numbers on the spine and then put the b
numerical order on the shelf, Like this
picking up the next book in the pile. “See,
the spine label 616,85, so you find the 600 section,

then you look for the 616 books and once you've
found them, then you look at the decimal part and
put the book in”

1 slide the book into its place on the shelf.

101



Books+Publishing

This book is a fun and fast-paced look at science
and scientists... highly recommended for budding
scientists of upper-primary age.

Themes

e Science

e Nobel Prizes

e Women in
Science €
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Ages: 8+ Price: $6.99
Notable Features

e Learn the secrets behind some of the
most important scientific discoveries.

e Simple explanations and demonstrations
bring science to life.

o Author Dr. Barry Marshall won the 2005
Nobel Prize for Medicine.

When Mary stumbles on a secret meeting of Nobel
Prize winners, Dr. Barry Marshall agrees to travel
with her through time to learn the secrets behind
some of the most fascinating and important
scientific discoveries. They talk time and space with
Albert Einstein, radiation with Marie Curie, DNA
with Crick, Watson, and Wilkins — and more! Fun
science experiments included!

[This book] is such a unique way of introducing
famous scientist and their work! The experiments at
the end of each chapter are fun, cool,
approachable and relevant to each chapter.

It was so much fun "meeting" [scientists] in a
fictitious storyline that presents facts in a fun,
relatable manner which lends to very easy
retention! Each scientist ends their meeting with the
main character, Mary (who has time traveled to
meet them), by giving her a piece of advice on
how to win a Nobel prize - each piece of advice
doubles as a valuable and applicable life lesson. |
really can't recommend this book enough!

Web Review by a customer with a B.S. in Molecular, Cell and Developmental Biology

Booklist "An entertaining introduction to
groundbreaking scientists that will inspire students
to learn more."

Einsteins moastache drooped snd he suddenly
tooked sad "Dan’t fme”

“But st least you wan the Nobel Prize,” said
Mary, trying to cheer him up.

“Nat far this wark, st lesst not officislly. 11

be naminated in 1012, and pretey much e

after that, but it's tno controversial and ves

prove. T'm not sure they really understan

Nakbel Prize, I'm going tn talk
acceptance speech anyway.” He chuckled :
gming to really sonoy a fow people, Now —what do
yons know shoat time, young Mary?™

Mary looked at Barry. "T'm not sure anymore. |
e 1o think it was just shout secnnds and minutes
and haurs andd days and years, all clicking past and
disappearing forever But now T not sars. Tine i
mare complicated than 1 thoaght”

Finstein beamesd “Correct! Did you know that

the faster you mave, the slower time travels? How

TRY IT YOURSELF

HOW SMALL IS
A MOLECULE?

Imagine a grain of sand. Now imagine cutting it in half,
then in half again. and again, and again. When you car't
cut the grain of sand any smaller, you have an stom.

An atom is the smallest possible piece of something.

A group of atoms Joined together s called 3 molecule.
Atoms and molecules ars too small to see without

a spectal microscope. but this experiment lets you
‘maasure the thickness of a single layer of molecules.

WHAT YOU NEED

- Water + Large bowl or dish
- Lteaspoon fine powder (3t least 20 em diameter)
(talcum powder, com- - Fine sieve
starch or flour) + Ruler with millimeters
- Olweoll + Caleulator
- Madicine dropper
160

“What do you notice about the bacteria?”
continued Fleming

Mary looked more closely. “There aren't any
spots near the fur”

“Correct. | think the mold has killed it all.

it from growing. Do you know
leming was starting to sound
excited. “It means I've just stumbled on a way to kill
bacteria.”

“Is that good?” asked Mary.

“Good? It's fantastic! T have been trying to
find 2 way to defeat bacteria since I was a doctor
during the war, working in the batclefield hospitals
in France.”

“Oh, did you meet Madame Curie and her
daughter there? They were doing X-rays.”

“No, 1 don't think so. It was a busy place.
Many of the sokiers I treated didn' dic from their
wounds — at least not immediatcly. They lingered
and the wounds got infected and they dicd slow,
painful deaths from the infection. We tricd treating
them with antiseptics, but that scemed to make
them worse, not better. I'll never forget the sight of
all that pus. And the stinky smell of the gangrene.”

WHAT TO DO

L Fill the bowl with water.

2. Put ataaspoon of powder into the siove, and very
carofully, dust the water with a very thin layer of
powder, Blow gently to remove any spare powder:

3. Put one drop of ofl on top of the powder.

4. Watch 2 the ofl spreads out aver the surface of
the water. This might take a faw minutes. If your ol
reaches the side of yaur bowl, you will need to try
again with a bigger bowl,

5. Measure the width of the cirche of ofl This is called
the diameter. Half of the diameter s called the

radius.

16l

Mary wobbled a little and sat back down.
“I think I might be a bit sick, actually. Bur
congratulations.”

“Nature made it. | just found it. And there’s
lots of work still to do. It's going to be very hard
to isolate the active ingredient in the mold, It's
penicillin - one of the mast commonly used
antibiotics. But you need lots and lots of the mold
0 make enough of it to help somcone get better™

Barry chimed in. “And that won't happen for
2 while yet. Not until scientists called Howard



Themes

e Animal Knowledge — habitats,
feeding, endangered species.

e Positive family relationships.
® Moving, New Beginnings, Bullying
e Appeals to both boys and girls.

Ages: 8+ | Pages: 160-176 | Price: $5.99
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Raby Zebra Elephant i

Rescue Emergency

Series: Tanglewood Animal Park

Every day, Zoe helps take care of the animals at
Tanglewood Animal Park. She splashes with
penguins, feeds the lemurs, and so much more!

Paradise Wildlife Park
Perfect for animal lovers.

Minerva Reads

What’s wonderful is the amount of animal
knowledge (such as feeding, habitats,
endangered species etc) deposited throughout
the book, either as part of the story or as
dialogue between the characters, so that for the
young reader they can absorb the animal
information at the same time as reading...

Pam Norfolk, Lancashire Post

Young animal lovers are trumpeting with
excitement... Chuck Groenink and Jean Claude's
enchanting illustrations add the extra "aaah"
factor to this gorgeous adventure series which
combines exciting adventures with real-life facts
about wild creatures and is a guaranteed winner
with animal lovers of every age.

Mia- Age 9

| thought this book was amazing! |
enjoyed going on adventures with
Zoe & Oliver. It does give you some
fun animal facts and | think this
series is great for boys and girls. It
was so descriptive | felt sometimes
like | was in the book!

Her parent: My daughter loved this
book... As for Oliver being a bit of
a bully, my daughter understands
people go through some tough times
in life and just need a friend. Zoe
becomes that friend for Oliver.

Tanglewood Park: Baby Zebra Rescue (bk 1)

. o
CLEWy '
“’S‘umnt m?,?O

TV (;hapter One

A\

o
Baby Zebra
Rescue

T anglesood Animal Park next right

by the seas beside her and she knew he was
just as excited asshe was. Even Mum lnoked

GLE
"}\Rﬂnm |7

Flephant.
Emergency




Themes

e Courageous young hero.

e  Maximum thrills; nonstop action.

e Exotic settings: nature and ecology.
e Edge-of-your-seat adventure.

e Perseverance, ingenuity, self-
reliance.

Ages: 8-12  Price: $5.99
SAVE on Complete Collection — only $35.99

JUSTIN D°ATH

BITE MANZEATER
- JUSTIN O°ATH JUSTIND?ATH

Action has a new hero - Sam Fox!

With a talent for attracting danger, Sam Fox is
an expert at getting himself into (and out of) the
most extreme situations. This series has a strong
appeal with a courageous young hero and
exotic settings and has non-stop action and short
chapters which will engage reluctant readers.

This high-action series
keeps kids reading!

The pace of all the Extreme Adventures novels
keeps readers gripped from the first page to
the last. Sam is bounced so quickly from one
adventure to another, readers will hardly have
time to breathe.

The Lorgnette - Heart of Texas Reviews

Readers will love to see what

happens to Sam next.

Reading Review

The is action to the maximum!

Book Trends

[Extreme Adventures: Man-Eater]

...a fantastic book that anyone

would enjoy reading.

San Francisco Book Review

...sure to capture audiences and not

disappoint.

Extreme Adventures: Grizzly Trap

one way, gravity pulled the other. The pen from my shirt
pocket shot up and hit me on the chin. A map book went
sliding up the window next to Joel. Two sleeping bags
and a bottle of raspberry fruit punch bounced across the
ceiling.

Then - CRUNCH! - a silver spray of raindrops exploded
through the bus.

That's when my brain finally kicked into action.

Those aren't raindrops, said a little voice in my head,
they're bits of glass from a broken window.

We'd had an accident. A moose had run in front of
the bus, and Mr. Johnson had swerved to avoid it. But
he'd gone off the road. Trees flashed past the windows,
then sky, then more trees, then sky again. The bus was
tumbling, like a rolling log, down the steep side of the
canyon.

I remembered how far it was down to the river. And
how the final one hundred fifty feet was a vertical rocky
cliff.

We were all going to d

THUMP!

“Don't worry,” I said in my confident Baloo voice. “T'll
get you out.”

T scrambled around the front of the bus, searching for
away in. And stopped dead

Hooley dooley! Half of the bus's front section hung in
midair, dangling over a one-hundred-fifty-foot drop. My
toes were only inches from the edge.

1 can handle a lot of things - fighting off wild ani-
mals, for example - but I can’t handle heights. Every
muscle in my body went into complete shutdown. T
couldn't move,

But T was maving. The ground sloped down sharply
towards the cliff's edge and gravity was pulling at the
dirt beneath my sneakers, making me slide forward.

Snap out of it, said the little voice in my head, or
you'll winel up splattered like strawbery jam ot the bottom
of the cliff!

It spurred me into action. I grabbed hold of the bus's
bumper to stop my slide. But the bus was balanced on
a knife edge. There was a loud grinding noise, metal
against rock, and the bus started tipping. And when the
bus tipped, so did L. There was nothing I could do. My

14

2

D-D-DEAD

Everything was upside down. I was upside down. Joel
beside me was upside down. The bus was upside down
Dust swirled in through the broken windows. Outside,
1 could see racks and grass and pine needles. There was a
strong smell of raspberries.

“Everyone stay where you are,” came Mum's voice from
behind me. She sounded amazingly calm. “Try not to
move, and don’t undo your seat belts. Is anyone hurt2”

Several voices muttered that they were okay. Someane
had the hiccups. Someone else was crying softly, trying
not to be heard.

“Will, is that you?" asked Mum.

]

weight was pushing the bus over the edge, but if T let
go, I'd fall.

The bus kept slowly tipping until I was leaning right
out over the dizzying vertical drop. The toes of my sneak-
ers sent a trail of pebbles and small rocks spiraling down
towards the wiggly blue line of the river far below. It was
like looking down from an airplane.

An airplane that was about to crash.

Sam Fox, your number is up! screamed the little voice
in my head.

Suddenly the bus stopped tipping.

Thumpthumpthumpthumpthumpthump went my racing
heart.

Then, like a giant seesaw, the bus started tipping the
other way, pulling me back to an upright position.

“We've got you, Baloo,” someane said behind me.

Four hands grabbed the back of my shirt and pulled.

1 fell backward onto the ground between Guy and
Sally.

“Thanks, guys,” T gasped.

Sally hiccupped. “It wasn't just us,” she said.

Spaced along the uphill side of the bus, each gripping

15



Features

e Coded chapter headings to
decipher, maps, case file notes.

e Emphasis on all kinds of skills:
codebreaking, problem solving,
engineering, athletic, and more.

e Detailed international settings

complete with maps, sports, science.

e Appealing to both boys and girls.

Ages: 8-12 | Pages: 336-368 | Price: $5.99

What would you do if you woke up in a strange
place? If your whole life changed in the blink of
an eye and you had no idea what was going
on? Twins Kensy and Max Grey’s lives are
turned upside down when they are whisked off
to London, and discover their parents are
missing. As the situation unfolds, so many things
don’t add up: their strange new school, the
bizarre grannies on their street, the coded
messages they keep finding and the feeling that,
all around them, adults are keeping secrets ...

An action-packed
spy adventure series!

A witty and fast moving, classic spy
adventure w/a contemporary twist. Enjoy
a richly created world, fantastic dialogue
and well-developed, multigenerational
characters — reflecting strong family
relationships.

Always in the Middle
A fun, engaging start and the endearing Kensy and

Max will keep you in good company.

Meridian Magazine Newton’s Book News: Fiction
Books to Enjoy as the Weather Gets Colder
This delightful mystery will keep you reading to the

very end.

Books YA Love
[Aln exciting series that take Kensy and Max around
the world as they search for their parents and keep

one step ahead of the bad guysl!

Kensy and Max: Breaking News by Jacqueline Harvey

asn’t heard

CHAPTER 9

ZBKQOXI ILKALK COBB PZELLI

Kensy whispered to e brochr,The < pre

co
ity seresnersnl plleeva il e i,
didnt help to dispel her theory. “Maybe Firz has
gone rogue and he’s planning w leave us here”
"I dont chink s0.” Max sad, pointing toasmall
sign T said Canerwan. Lo P Sesiior:
free, though, because you definitcly
Kwy Jennied | s the window and - g fot thele kids 1o
weinked her nose. *Is h
Fia pulled o she curbe To
underwhelmed was putting it lightly

“Sure is" Fitz replied, happing out of the
Range Reover, He had Armngrd for Song to ke

glasses and a gray ard\g:n thar looked s if it
had been made from a at sat at a desk
in the middle of a s m1ﬂ gl'ucd in room, She

had short chestmut hair and long manicured
fingernails paineed a soft mauve. She stood up
and walked to the counter.

Kensy and Max: Breaking News by Jacqueline Harvey

CHAPTER 1

IVZORGE YRGVH

Kensy measured the powder into the beaker,
then added an extra spoonful for good luck.
“What's next?” she asked, drumming her
fingers on the lab bench. Ir hadn't escaped her
notice that numerous pairs of students had
already ignited their mixtures,

Autumn looked up from the sheet of paper,
where she had been reading through each
step of the experiment. “It says here that the
powder has to go in there,” she said, pointing
to the small bowl filled with sand that had
been soaked in lighter fuid.

1



Themes
e Fantasy
e Adventure
o Mystery

Friendship with
both boys/girls
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AN ATEBAN CIPHER NOVEIL

AL. TAIT
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AINSWERS

AN ATEBAN CIPHER ,NOVEI

Ages: 9-14 | Pages: 256 | Price: $5.99

An orphan in exile. A band of rebel girls. A prince

whose throne has been stolen. Come on a journey

full of danger, intrigue, adventure and incredible
secrets in The Ateban Cipher duology.

Forced to flee his home to uncover the secrets
hidden in a coded book, sheltered orphan Gabe
discovers a world of danger, intrigue, adventure
and unexpected friendship. When a dying man

hands him a coded manuscript, Gabe is hurled
into a quest that takes him beyond his monastery

home and into a world of danger, political

intrigue and adventure. Gabe learns that
survival must be earned and that some of life's
biggest lessons are not found in books ... and
that the biggest secret of all may be his own.

Booklist - "...a fast-paced adventure
brimming with mystery and complex
navigations of loyalty and morality."

American Library Association, Booklist Online
... a fast-paced adventure brimming with mystery
and complex navigations of loyalty and morality.

Barb Hopkins
This book is so much fun! ... It's packed with action,

adventure, danger, and an intriguing mystery

... the story flows effortlessly with a comfortable
balance of action, exposition, and dialogue. I'd
recommend The Book of Secrets for mid-grade
readers through teens, but adults will enjoy this
adventure as well.

Susan Stephenson, The Book Chook

Both novels are action-packed, with problems to
solve, humour to enjoy and heroes to admire. |
loved that the protagonists are such an interesting
and diverse bunch.

Sarah Wallace, Kids’ Book Review

This is a riveting read that hooks you in from the
first page and has you connecting immediately
with the protagonist and his predicament. It is the
first book in AL Tait's new Ateban Cipher series
and certainly leaves you hanging, wanting
desperately to know if Gabe and his new friends
will manage the journey to the book’s ultimate
destination and learn its secrets. My 10 year old
loved this and can’t wait to read number two!

Trish Buckley, Children's Books Daily

This exciting fantasy novel aimed at the 9 to 12
age group will satisfy readers, and leave them
wanting more. lts fast-paced plot balances a
sensitive thoughtful narrator with his
newly-found-rescuers-turned-friends so that by the
time they all figure out the codes and clues,
readers have been entertained and engaged...
Without giving anything away, | do want to
applaud some of the terrific representatives of
characters presented here. It invites young people
to consider the consequences of class structure, the
damage of gender stereotypes, and the value of
kindness and loyalty. Tait is deft and assured, and
her ability to include these issues without ruining
the story is marvelous.

Liz Ledden, Buzz Words magazine

Tait builds a believable and evocative middle
ages world, rich in historical detail — think
dungeons, danger, archery and royal double-
crossings. The introduction of Eddie to the cast of
characters around the halfway mark elevates the
stakes even more. High on energy, The Book of
Secrets is a compelling read with twists and turns
to keep you guessing, and sets up a whole new
exciting adventure for the next installment.



https://www.booklistonline.com/The-Book-of-Secrets-A-L-Tait/pid=9714806
https://barbhopkinsblog.wordpress.com/2019/01/27/the-book-of-secrets-an-ateban-cipher-novel-by-a-l-tait/
https://www.thebookchook.com/2018/07/recommended-books-for-older-readers.html
http://www.kids-bookreview.com/2017/12/review-book-of-secrets.html#more
https://childrensbooksdaily.com/book_reviews/review-book-secrets-ateban-cipher-1/
http://www.buzzwordsmagazine.com/2017/10/the-book-of-secrets-ateban-cipher-novel.html

Themes

e Fantasy

e Showcases cartography,
maps and exploration

e Loyalty — Class
e Mystery, Murder, Mayhem

l"o %" i{ M MIKER

Ages: 9-14 | Pages: 240 | Price: $5.99

Adventure and danger lie just off the edge of the
map in this swashbuckling trilogy!

The Mapmaker Chronicles are one-part fantasy,

one-part quest, one-part high-seas action. Filled
with strong, feisty characters who learn resilience,
perseverance and the importance of friendship,

each book transports readers to faraway lands.

Quinn's older brothers may long for adventure, but
he is content with his quiet life on the farm. Destiny,
however, has other plans.

The king is determined to create the first map of
the world and has scoured the kingdom for boys
who could become mapmakers. When Quinn is
chosen for the king's training school, he's amazed -
but that is nothing compared to his shock when he
is selected as one of the three mapmakers and
finds himself on board a ship, competing for the
big prize.

So begins Quinn's reluctant journey deep into the
unknown, with only his photographic memory and
skills learned on the farm to help him. He’s on a
ship captained by a slave, with a stowaway girl
on board — and a mysterious sea monster that
seems to be following them. Hot on their trail are
the other competitors for the king's prize, who will
stop at nothing to win.

Children's Books Daily
Stories as vivid and utterly engaging as The
Mapmaker Chronicles are rare.

Mom-Spot

Your young reader will love the mystery,
monsters murder and mayhem that appeals
equally to girls and boys.

This Kid Reviews Books
| really liked this entire series. Five out of five
bookworms all-around! Yay!

RACE TO THE END OF THE WORLD

e Shortlisted: Readings Children’s Book Prize 2015, 2016
YABBA Awards, 2016 KOALA Awards, 2016 KROC
Awards, 2017 WAYRBA Awards

e Notable Book: CBCA Book Of The Year 2015
e Named: Readings Top 10 Middle Fiction Books 2014

Barb Hopkins Blog

..a wonderful tale of adventure ... heroes to
cheer, bad guys to dislike, and just the right
balance of fantasy and reality. ... This book
totally goes into my pile of books-I-will-read
again.

PRISONER OF THE BLACK HAWK
e Shortlisted: 2015 Aurealis Awards
e Named: Readings Top 10 Middle Fiction Books 2015

Barb Hopkins Blog
..a delightful combination of action, whimsy,
and moments that made me thoughtful.

Barb Hopkins Blog

Breath of the Dragon

Like any good adventure story, author A.L. Tait
gives readers exciting action sequences, exotic
lands, priceless treasure, and heart-stopping
heroics by the characters we've grown to love
since first introduced in book one: Race to the
End of the World. ... Overadll, | heartily
recommended Breath of the Dragon and the
entire Mapmaker Chronicles by A.L. Tait.



Themes

e Twisty, action-filled plot

e Dual narrative from a pair of
stereotype-defying heroes

e Complex, colorful characters

e Themes relate to
contemporary social issues
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Ages: 9-14 | Pages: 304-320 | Price: $6.99

Two unlikely allies must learn to
work together in a medieval fantasy
world of intrigue, mystery, and
danger ... their futures — their lives
— depend on it!

CHAPTER 51X

Reviewed by Sue Mauger

IF YOU LOVE A GOOD MYSTERY SET IN A CASTLE
WITH KNIGHTS AND HORSES, YOU WILL LOVE THIS...

[In] the Fire Star... Reeve has just begun realizing his
dream of one day becoming a knight when he takes up
the position of squire to Sir Garrick. Maven is the
servant girl of Lady Cassandra who has been promised
in marriage to Sir Garrick.

We meet both Reeve and Maven when they come
across each other on the road. Maven is trying to
gather a group of goats and Reeve is having to help
her herd them back into the crate. They instantly clash
but little do they know their lives will become entwined
in murder, theft, and secrets.

Lady Cassandra has a jewel, The Red Star, which she
has inherited from her mother. The Airl Buckthorn wants
to own this jewel so, by organizing a marriage between
his knight protector Sir Garrick, and Cassandra, he
hopes to have the jewel for himself.

Reeve and Maven, an unlikely pair, are thrown
together when the jewel is stolen. Both characters must
tread lightly, using skills gained during their formative
years when their prospects were different. And so
begins the uncovering of secrets until now tightly held.
Who can be trusted and who is telling the truth?

The Fire Star is set in the times of knights, castles and
political intrigue. It is a time when women have no rights
and are given to men in marriage to gain political
leverage and secure position and power. Women must
be seen and not heard. They are pawns in the chess
games of men.

The Fire Star is written in the first person from Maven’s
point of view, but we follow both characters throughout
the book.

For those young people who love a good mystery, this
one will not disappoint. We are taken from intrigue to
murder. It gives the reader an interesting insight into the
lives of those living in a different time. Tait is able to
paint a picture of castle life, from the lowly stables and
the kitchens below the castle to the upper halls of those
in power. She describes the beautiful gowns of the
ladies and the tunics of the lowly servants. The
characters also use the language we would have heard
in that time.

This book doesn’t talk down to the reader, but leads
them through a time in history and a language that may
not be a familiar, but will nonetheless draw them in. All
threads are pulled together at the end to give a
satisfying conclusion. A great read.



Themes

e Appealing, well-developed
characters

e Hilarious and fun!

e Diverse and inclusive

e Relatable family and
friendship dynamics
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Ages: 10+ | Pages: 304 | Price: $6.99

Thirteen-year-old Naomi is the
biggest pop star on the planet and
Ruby is her biggest fan! What
happens when they swap bodies?

A fresh, funny spin
on Freaky Friday!
Created by UK TV personality and author of

Lightning Girl series (Kane Miller 2020),
Alesha Dixon.

CHAPTER TWO

NAOMI

Naomi is the biggest pop star on the planet at
the age of thirteen ... but she's also tired of the
constant touring, bored with having the shopping
center closed for her to wander alone at
midnight, miserable at not having any friends.

RUBY

PREPARES TO TAKE
GE I LONDON

HAOMI STARR
CENTER STA

Ruby is Naomi's biggest fan. She knows the
words to every song, she can replicate every
dance move, she dreams of being as confident
as Naomi, and to stop being “invisible” to her
family, to her classmates ... to everyone, really.

When the girls have an unexpected encounter
and swap bodies, Ruby is launched into the
limelight. Will she adore her new A-list life, or
will she end up as lonely as Naomi?

And will Naomi discover she can be a huge
celebrity AND a normal girl after all?



Themes

e Filled with danger, mystery,
and enchantment.

e Brave female heroines;
dark villains.

e Plot twists and surprises.

e May be read as standalones.

Ages: 11+ | Pages: 368-384 | Price: $7.99

Magic and adventure await in these
thrilling epic unicorn fairy tales.

A Midnight Unicorn

An epic unicorn fairy tale filled with
adventure, magic and a fight like no other...

In a faraway kingdom, two girls live separate lives.
Growing up in the wilderness of the west, Alette is
the daughter of a sorcerer. In the warmth of the east,
Audrey is the daughter of a baker. The girls could
not be more different... and yet something draws
them together.

Are they connected by the unanswered questions of
their pasts? Or by the identical pendants they both
wear around their necks? Danger, mystery and
enchanted unicorns await them. Their story began
once upon a time but how will it end?

The Darkest Unicorn
In the usually peaceful kingdom of Essendor, people
are going missing. The palace makes an urgent
decree: all subjects must abide by a strict curfew for
their own safety. But for Thandie and her friends, a
curfew means more adventure. They dare each other
to sneak about the city at night — although Thandie is
the only one brave enough to actually do it.

One night, as an eerie fog sets in, Thandie is startled
by a strange boy — a boy she’s never seen before.
He looks about her age, but there’s something
unsettling about him, leaving Thandie to wonder if
he’s someone she should trust. Little does she know
that this meeting will force her life wildly off-track,
pushing her towards an unexpected danger and a
fearsome unicorn who is at the very heart of the
terrible disappearances she’s heard so much about.

The Cursed Unicorn
In the faraway kingdom of Elithia, a powerful king
holds the throne, with ten Royal Knights under his
trusted command. Fearsome warriors and talented
fighters, the knights are led by his daughter, Celene,
the most exceptional of them all.

When Celene's brother, Hero, falls ill, the king sends
for the wisest healers in the kingdoms—but none are
able to discover the reason for Hero’s failing health.
In desperation, Celene seeks out a sorcerer called
Sidra who practices dark magic. Sidra promises
Celene the chance to save her brother’s life.

The cost? Her soul. When Celene refuses, Sidra curses
her in rage. Weaving her magic, she forces Celene
to take the form of a unicorn. In doing so, she makes

Celene an outcast—and a legend.

Will Celene remain a unicorn forever, or will she
break the magic that traps her? Her story started
once upon a time, but who knows how it will end...

The Blazing Unicorn
An evil king, a fearsome warrior, a fight for freedom.
If you had three wishes, what would you wish foré

For Marie, that dream becomes a reality when she
stumbles across a magical unicorn deep in the forest.
But when Marie, who is kind and trusting in nature,
surrenders her wishes to her cruel father, he enslaves
the unicorn with a demand for never-ending wishes.

Years later, the Kingdom of Quessia has slowly fallen
info poverty and ruin under the rein of King Jacob. A
spiteful and careless king, Jacob is disliked by all his
subjects, but little does he know that a revolution
threatening his throne and life is around the corner...



Themes

e Adult appeal
e Edwardian England setting

e Dramatic, page-turning action
and adventure

e Strong female characters
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Srtherine Wasdfine

Ages: 11+ | Pages: 320-352 | Price: $6.99

It's Nancy Drew with a PBS twist, and
readers of all ages will adore the cast of
exceptionally likeable characters.

Combining mystery, adventure and friendship with
a sumptuous Edwardian setting, The Mystery of the
Clockwork Sparrow is an absolute joy of a book,
transporting the reader to a world of heady
glamour offset by a murky criminal underground.

You are cordially invited to attend the Grand
Opening of Sinclair's department store! Enter a
world of bonbons, hats, perfumes and mysteries

around every corner.

Tremble as the most dastardly criminals in London
enact their wicked plans! Gasp as our bold
heroines, Miss Sophie Taylor and Miss Lilian Rose,
break codes, devour iced buns and vow to bring
the villains to justice . . .

A splendid adventure awaits you.

School Library Journal

"A truly exciting novel that will appeal to lovers
of historical fiction as well as adventure and
detective stories.

Kirkus Reviews

This old-fashioned whodunit is thoroughly
satisfying to solve along with our heroes...
Jolly good fun.

The Mystery of the Clockwork Sparrow by Katherine Woodfine
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The Mystery of the Midnight Peacock by Katherine Woodfine

CHAPTER FOUR
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(€24

DR N R R SR S R S R S N

Girls with a Voice
Year 1764

(previously published as "Historical

House: Mary Ann and Miss Mozart")

Mary Ann’s greatest wish is to

become an opera singer, and
she’s thrilled when the famous
child prodigy Mozart comes to perform in Chelsea.
But through a sudden twist of fate, Mary Ann is told
that she must leave her Boarding School for Young

Ladies, and her singing dreams are shattered.

Distraught, she comes up with a plan to stay at
school, oblivious to the danger it will put her in.

Girls with Courage

Year 1857

(previously published as
"Historical House: Lizzie's Wish")

Lizzie loves plants, and her
biggest wish is to be a

gardener, a bold choice for a
Victorian girl. When her strict stepfather sends her to
stay with relatives in London, Lizzie misses her country

garden and struggles with her new life of stiff ¥ 6 CHELSEA WALK, 1857
manners and formal pastimes. Lizzie lives for the Basement Ground-floor
daily letters from her mother, until suddenly, the e }"E‘;M7 it

letters stop. Can Lizzie find the courage to stand up o g E 1 S '
to her stepfather, & follow her dreams? " - ] == o

Each book includes a house plan for that current era to add interest ;] e 1 = E R R

& allowing readers to see how a house changes over times. e, P, = o

el B T
First-floor I Second-floor

The premise of Usborne's Historical House series is u: ?‘?’ _M;m‘ -}é'
delightful one: a single house in Chelsea forms the f PL =L =
backdrop for a set of stories spanning 200 years. nfgrondl| vt Goromaidn :HT:{:& Fveid [l
These are engaging novels, immaculately researched and o V_WRDOf Spac: N
quietly informative. They can be read in any order; those I ] ;M
who read them all will be thrilled by the occasional links . ”
that draw characters together across generations.
Kate Agnew, Education Guardian : o

20 R




2-in-1 Book

Ages: 11+ | Pages: 381 | Price: $8.99
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q ) - Girls behind the Camera
ol ) Year 1890s

B
Comrs Ao
a @ A

ADFLE

GERAS - become an opera singer, and
she’s thrilled when the famous child prodigy Mozart

(previously published as
"Historical House: Mary Ann and Miss
Mozart")

Mary Ann’s greatest wish is to

comes to perform in Chelsea. But through a sudden
twist of fate, Mary Ann is told that she must leave her
Boarding School for Young Ladies, and her singing
dreams are shattered. Distraught, she comes up with
a plan to stay at school, oblivious to the danger it
will put her in.

B = Girls for the Vote

=
wmie PRI Year 1914
as
('“'IS e (previously published as
R for e "Historical House: Polly’s March”)
Vﬂl(‘

{\ m . Polly longs to become an
N

explorer. But in 1914, women's
S e rights and choices are limited —
something twelve-year-old Polly
learns when she befriends her new neighbors: two
suffragettes, fighting for women's rights to vote.
Polly's parents are appalled, but Polly is intrigued.
And the more she thinks about their cause, the more
determined she becomes to join the suffragettes'
protest march. But will Polly dare to defy her parents
and do what she thinks is right?

Each book includes a house plan for that current era to
add interest & allowing readers to see how a house
changes over times. A link is included to print it off.

A gripping story of courage, friendship and speaking
up during a time of change, from Carnegie-
shortlisted author, Linda Newberry.

“short and accessible, while at the same

time fast-paced and fact-packed.”
Sinead O'Hart, author of The Eye of the North
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Ages: 11+ | Pages: 381 | Price: $8.99
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Girls at War

Year 1941

(previously published as
"Historical House: Josie Under Fire")

When Josie goes to stay with her
cousin Edith, she’s glad to be
starting a new life away from the

i
shame that has haunted her family since her brother
chose not to fight in the war. But Edith’s friends keep

teasing a shy classmate, and when the bullying goes
too far Josie faces a dilemma: if she takes a stand,

will Edith tell everyone her secret? - R
A deeply moving account of one girl’s quiet courage
amidst the terror of the Blitz during the 2nd WW.
l Girls on the Up
m,(.“ | Year 1969
o ‘:"l,-}-ﬁ: L} (previously published as
"Historical House: Andie’s Moon")
i - Andie dreams of becoming an
= ‘ artist. Her best paintings are
RIRIITR inspired by the moon, and she’s
excited to watch the first moon landing. She loves
™) 6 CHELSEA WALK, 1969 o3

staying in Chelseq, with its fashion, music and art
galleries. There'’s even a real artist living in the flat Basement Ground floor flat_
downstairs. But does Andie dare to show him her

work — or might it shatter her dreams?

...three highly acclaimed writers explore the life of a

London house and its inhabitants from 1764 to 1969.

There are three main focal points in the texts: the house’s

physical changes through the years, meticulous and

informative details about domestic life, ethos and culture

and, finally, the developing roles and expectations of

women at critical periods in history. Crucially, the writers
have maintained authorial independence, giving them a
clarity of voice and diversity of style, but the books are

linked by the motif of the walnut tree and by the

challenges which their female protagonists have to face.

Books for Keeps



Themes

e Science — CSl Tools
e Mystery — Suspense
e Friendship
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Ages: 12+ | Pages: 240 | Price: $6.99

One kidnapping. One cold case.
Two amateur investigators.
Only 48 hours to solve the crime...

Jazz’s best friend, Anika, has been kidnapped! She
can'’t call the cops, so Jazz forges a shaky truce with her
brilliant nemesis, Phoenix, to help her investigate.
Together, they uncover clues and crime-scene evidence.
Sneaking into a forensic lab, they test DNA, fingerprints
and more, to piece the clues together. Do the results
lead to a twenty-year-old murder case?

In a race against time, Jazz and Phoenix only have 48
HOURS to collect the evidence, profile the kidnapper
and find their schoolmate’s location, or Anika will die.
The clock is ticking...

Vicious thieves smash a cursed Medusa statue and steal
the supercomputer Sapphire in a terrifying museum
raid. Jazz and Phoenix are first on the scene and they
soon find themselves in the midst of a dangerous
mystery.

Their friend, museum owner Dr. Zhang, is the prime
suspect, but he is nowhere to be found. Determined to
prove him innocent and find Sapphire, Jazz and
Phoenix have just 48 HOURS to follow the trail of
evidence before it goes cold. Will the amateur
investigators discover that a centuries-old curse has
struck again, or is something even more sinister going
on? The clock is ticking...

Aussie Reviews

48 Hours’ is the first in a new series from Gabrielle
Lord... Jazz and Phoenix are the crime-solving duo
with complementary skills, though at first they
struggle to work cohesively. As well as chasing clues,
they must evade parents who are 1. worried about
them, 2. cross with them for hacking 3. distressed
because their daughter is missing. This is a fast-
paced action thriller for crime aficionados in mid- to
upper-primary years.

48 HOURS: The Vanishing by Gabrielle Lord

“You have to tell the police!” said Jazz.

“We can't; said Mrs. Belmont. *The kidnapper just

Mr.Belmont shook his head. “They said it three times.
We can't risk our daughter's fife ke that! If we want to
get her back safely, we have towait for tham to text us,
then do exactly what they say!*

Jazz's sars pricked up. “They'? Was the vaice 2 man's

aeastrange

Tha Belmonts, faces white, sank to the sofs and

huddied thers, evercome.

Jazz stoodfrozen, stunned Anika—her oldast friend

Widnappod! A horrible feeling of regret washed over
her. The last conversation they'd had was that stupid
fight about the blog! Jazz wished mora than anything

message he had | wed. For & moment he simply
starad at the phona, as If frightanad by what it might

contain,

“Hurry up!™ Mrs, Belmont cried

o the message, Mr. Belmant's brows knotted

s web & he said.

ved in closer ly memorized the
address.

“Where does it lead? What does it say?" Mrs. Belmont
ssked frantically as she and her husband exchanged
foarful glancos. Ho prossod on the link. Anika's paronts,
and Jazz and Mack all held their breath looking at the
n as the site koaded.

It was

blog, with & single entry:

‘Samewhars hidden in your house, there i 8 small wooden
Joveey bok wih the intils LT on . Wheesyou i . \aave

 coenent beicw what you can see i the bo bat
D0 NOT TOUCH anything iside &: A new post willthen give
7ou urther instauctions

Your dightor will b esfo I you do a¢ yous 30 told.

YOU HAVE UNTIL MONIGHT TOMORROW.

IF YOU CALL THE POLICE | WILL KNOW!

The last line of the message mode Jazz shudder.
Could thay ba watching us or manitoring the house, right

now? she wondered,

no7 AN rRIDAY

You wanted an

Jazz clenched her fists in annoyance. But she didn's
want Phosnix 1o see she was afraid of the smell, dark

space and of eipping off the brickwork. So she gritted
her teeth, put the bag over one shoulder and climbed He crouched 10 spray the prints, then moved around
inta the

photos of the marks in the dust

o oenic grinned at her
d in the old laundry, Sha smirked

back at b

she saw his face, streakd with dirt

and with a large smudge on his nese that made him ook

Then he staod up and leveled the camera at Jaz,

quickly taking a shot bafors the could protest. He

windows, clear footprints were visible on the dusty cacMed 25 ho checked his handwark. “You look fiks &

laundry floce. The marks ware sithar left by semeone crazed pandal®
with a big shoe size or sameone wearing boats. They Show me'" said Jozz, grabbing for the phone.
" "

48 HOURS: The Medusa Curse by Gabrielle Lord
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